organization in each theatre of operations is described separately together with the particular clinical problems that arose in it and the means and methods taken to control them.
The placing of the medical department under the Services of Supply had the effect of weakening the power ofcontrol of all senior Medical Officers; it must have been a welcome change when in 1946 the Surgeon General was restored to a position on the War Department Special Staff, though the war was then over.
The detailed picture of this vast organization will be read with interest by everyone connected with medical planning and organization. One lesson emerges: at all senior fevels it is important that the Surgeon must be an active member of the Commanding General's Staff and in direct contact with him; there are disadvantages and there could be dangers in subordination to an intermediate headquarters. This book admirably fulfils the purpose for which it was intended, for subject matter unlikely to be of advantage to the ancesthetist has been ruthlessly deleted. The vigorous informal style provides a refreshing departure from the sterile language of the traditional anatomical text -'The soft palate hangs like a curtain suspended from the posterior edge of the hard palate'. Maximum clarity and effect is achieved in the many line drawings and illustrations by omission of cumbersome detail.
The text reads so easily that careful scrutiny is required to appreciate the extent of the detail provided. It is inevitable that the bold but necessarily arbitrary selection of material invites carping criticism of omissions and in future editions the authors might consider minor changes such as expanding the description of the base of the skull. Meanwhile the examination candidate who takes advantage of absorbing what is available in this readily assimilable presentation would be justified in considering the possibility of failure to be highly unlikely. Furthermore the style is ideally suited for occasional revision of the subject by the busy practising anesthetist.
The success of this venture is hardly surprising since the author is a brilliant and enthusiastic teacher who took a particular interest in teaching anaesthetists when he was surgical tutor at the Radcliffe Infirmary. He has been fortunate in enlisting the aid of Miss McLarty, the medical artist who was responsible for many of the illustrations in the beautifully prepared series of monographs on local analgesia from the Nuffield Department of Anesthetics. Now that ultrasound appears to be finding its level in medical practice this volume is timely. The first twelve chapters deal with the physics of high frequency sound. The subject is made admirably simple and the illustrations are well chosen and clear. This section of the book should spare the prospective user of ultrasound many hours of wading through standard texts, or at least avoid the last-resort necessity of turning to paper-backs dealing with the subject. The succeeding chapters dealing with ultrasound in practice are all by people well known for their contributions to ultrasound.
The chapter by ter Braak on the ultrasound diagnosis of epidural and subdural hxematomas is well illustrated and should be of especial interest to those using or considering the use of ultrasound in head injuries.
The chapter by Edler is an absorbing account of the use of ultrasound in obtaining and recording information concerning the movement of the heart valves and walls in rheumatic heart disease particularly. Its use in the diagnosis of left atrial thrombus, myxoma and pericardial effusion is well illustrated.
A few chapters, for example that on the ophthalmological uses ofultrasound, are limited to brief descriptions. This limitation, however, is stated and appreciated in the preface and a full bibliography has been included as an appendix.
For those interested, nine chapters of the book have been devoted to ultrasound in neurosurgery and in& the treatment of vestibular disturbances. The first part of the handbook gives a clear and balanced explanation of the attitude to be taken by a medical practitioner to cases requiring medicolegal investigation. The authors present the type of case that requires an attitude of suspicion on the part of the practitioner and give most helpful advice as to what he should do, with an emphasis on the preservation of evidence.
When the authors turn, in Part II, to the relationship of the physician to the law, the differences of the legal systems of the United States and United Kingdom tend to mask the basic ethical unity of the medical profession in both countries. None the less, there is much that is common to both; and the authors present a reasonable and graphic picture understandable all over the world. In particular the cartoon illustrations of the types of basic medical negligence must give ample food for thought to practitioners of medicine and law no matter where they practice. Because this section deals primarily with the federal law of the United States, with annotations to deal with the modifications of state law, it would be unreasonable to expect it to be entirely applicable in the Courts of the United Kingdom. It is many years since the sailing of the Mayflower and the War of Independence. Laws, once homologous, are now only analogous. I recommend this book to all who retain a healthy suspicion that sudden death is not easily explicable in terms of natural illness and who have any curiosity as to the conditions of practice of their colleagues in the United States. R Rheumatology is a subject which crosses the boundaries of many clinical specialties. It is indeed so wide in its diagnostic implications that it would seem a Herculean task to write a comprehensive textbook within the confines of one volume.
Dr Copeman has not only succeeded in doing this but he has extended his scope beyond the limits of clinical medicine by including chapters, for example, on the physiology and anatomy of joints by Professor D V Davies; a physiological survey on pain mechanisms by Professor J Kellgren; a chapter on the epidemiology of rheumatic disease by J S Lawrence, and an account by L E Glynn and E J Holborow of immunological and genetic concepts as applied to the rheumatic diseases. This is the third edition of a textbook first published in 1948. In addition to many of the original team there are several new contributors, each an acknowledged expert in his field of reference. A measure of the rapid advances in knowledge during the intervening sixteen years is the fact that nearly every chapter has had to be completely rewritten.
